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(To fie continued.) 



THE THREATENED PROSECUTION OF THE 
" MUSICAL TIMES." 

Our readers had the letter from the Inland Revenue 
of 8th May, at page 57, in N o. 124 ; and the following 
letters have since passed on the suhject : — 

" London, 63, Dean-street, Soho, May 11, 1854. 
" Sir, — I have to acknowledge your letter of May 8. 
1 have delivered to the Stamp-office stamped and un- 
stamped copies of every number of the Musical Times for 
the last 10 years (as compelled by law to do), and each of 
these copies has been thoroughly examined by your officere 
to ascertain how much of it was liable to duty for adver- 
tisements, so long as that impost was chargeable ; and 
1 suppose that, both before and since, it has been examined 
to see that it contained no blasphemous and seditious libel, 
as I am compelled still to deliver a copy for the latter pur- 
pose. During these 10 years the news contained in the 
paper has always been of precisely the same kind, and 
your office (as I have shown) was thoroughly acquainted 
with its nature ; and, as no objection has been made, 
I must suppose that the Musical Times has, during 10 years, 
been published with the sanction of your office. I should 
be glad, therefore, to be favored by your pointing out 
what particular passage of news you now consider as 
making the paper liable to be all printed upon stamps. 
The Musical Times has always consisted ' principally' of a 
piece of music, for which the same price is paid, whether 
printed alone, or whether accompanied by the matter of 
temporary interest, which is given away with it only when 
first published. The music being that for which the 
money is paid in all instances, you will perceive that, sup- 
posing 16 or more pages of advertisements to be given 
with the music, the Musical Times would still consist 
'principally' of the music, which is what people pay for. 
I am obliged by your offer to submit my representations to 
th ■ Board, and I feel all the inconvenience of their position, 
in having to administer a law which the judges are unable 
to define, and which no Government has yet had either 
the grace to repeal or the courage equally to enforce. 
I am not without hope that the present Government will 



adopt the graceful course and repeal these had laws; but 
if in the mean time they are determined to make the 
existing laws respected, they would be more likely to 
succeed by prosecuting any of the other 60 or 60 papers 
placed in precisely the same position as the Musical Times, 
because ill-natured people will be apt to think the selec- 
tion more due to its being the property of the treasurer of 
the Active Association for the Kcpeal of all the Taxes on 
Knowledge, rather than to any peculiarity in the contents 
of the Musical Times requiring the enforcement of the law 
to begin with that paper. 

" I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

" J. Alfred Novello. 
" To J. Timm, Esq., Solicitor of Inland Revenue." 

" London, 69, Dean-street, Soho, May 20, 1854. 

" Sir, — On the 8th May, I had a letter from Mr. Timm, 
Solicitor to the Inland Revenue, threatening me, for 
penalties he says I have incurred by something I have 
published in the Musical Times. I answered it immediately, 
requesting to have pointed out what particular passage 
has subjected me to these threats ufter 10 years of im- 
punity ; but although more than a week is past, I have 
had no answer, and am left in all the uncertainty of not 
knowing what I may do in my next number. I have 
addressed myself to you, as the Chairman of the Board, to 
point out how much anxiety is caused by these constant 
threats from a department armed with an act by which 
penalties can be inflicted, which would quite ruin a man. 

" Many of my friends are in consternation at the danger 
they think I run. The Board have probably hardly 
considered the effect of these proceedings ou those threat- 
ened, but it would be less ciuel were they to make up 
their minds and only threaten those whom they had de- 
termined to prosecute, rather than thus to threaten when 
in many instances no further steps are intended to be 
taken. 

" The timid are frightened from their property, and it 
leaves me not the less anxious and uncertain, that I have 
made up my mind to defend my paper. 

" I trust I may be favored as early as possible with the 
decision of the Board, in order to be relieved from an 
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anxiety I have not deserved, if no prosecution is intended ; 
or, in the other alternative, that I may he prepared for 
my defence. I am Sir, your ohedient servant, 

" To John Wood, Esq., " J. Alfred Novello. 

" Chairman of Board of Inland Revenue." 

" Inland Eevenue, Somerset House, 
" 24th May, 1854. 
" Sib, — The Board have had before them your letter of 
the 11th instant, addressed to their Solicitor, as also a letter 
of the 20th, to the Chairman. 

" I am directed to inform you that the Board will act in 
the matter to which these letters refer, according to the 
advice of the Law Officers of the Crown. 

" I am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 
" Mr. J. Alfred Novello. " Thomas Keooh." 

" London, 69, Dean-street, Soho, 9th June, 1854. 

" Sib, — I enclose copies of correspondence which has 
passed between the Inland Revenue and myself, by which 
you will see that I am threatened with prosecution for 
publishing news in the Musical Times, after having done 
so with impunity for ten years ; and that Mr. Keogh final ly 
refers me to the Law Officers of the Crown, to know 
whether the prosecution is to be proceeded with. 

" I write (after waiting with much patience) to ask if 
the Musical Times is to be prosecuted or not, and I hope 
to be favored with a direct answer, as it is most painful to 
conduct business under such uncertainty. 

" There is no doubt that if the statute be strictly 
enforced against the numerous papers containing similar 
matter to the Musical Times, every publisher must be 
ruined by the penalties ; but even such severity would be 
less unjust than the present fast and loose method of 
threatening a prosecution (involving such heavy pecuniary 
loss, whether successful or the contrary), but which in 
many instances hag no other meaning than to frighten the 
timid out of their property — while this uncertain conduct 
has the bad moral effect of showing the impunity with 
which reckless persons may set a statute at defiance, if the 
law be so unfair and ill defined as is the Newspaper 
Stamp Act. 

" 1 trust you will see the justice of informing me if the 
prosecution is to be stayed, and whether the Musical Times 
is to continue its former useful course undisturbed by these 
threats. It will still have to struggle with the heavy ob- 
struction which the Paper Duty imposes upon all printed 
efforts to diffuse information. 

" I have the honor to be, Sir, 

" Your obedient Servant, 

" J. Alfred Novello. 
" To Sir Alexander J. E. Cockburn, 
" Her Majesty's Attorney- General." 

No answer of any kind has yet been received from 
the Attorney-General, hut it shall be given in our next 
if any he made. 

Above, our subscribers have the whole correspond- 
ence which has passed between the Inland Revenue 
in their late attempt to threaten the Musical Times out 
of its useful existence ; and we ask if that be a satis- 
factory administration of the law, which leaves us 
uncertain whether we are to be treated like the Racing 
Times, which three years was told by the Inland Re- 
venue, (when threatening prosecution,) that "no person 
could doubt it was a newspaper liable to Stamp 
Duty," yet since then no prosecution has followed — or 
whether we are to be made the subject of a trial like 
the Commercial Journal in Dublin, a case so doubtful 
that the Government failed to get the judgment. It 
would be no consolation, after losing £100 in costs, 
and the paper nearly ruined (although making a suc- 



cessful defence, like the Commercial Journal), to be 
told by the Law Officers in Parliament, that " they had 
no vindictive feeling, but merely wished to try an ex- 
periment of what was the law on the subject." If the 
public will but ask themselves how many useful papers 
they are deprived of from the fact of few people liking 
to run such risks as the Musical Times proprietors 
now run, they will never cease to help those who are 
working for the abolition of the mischievous taxes on, 
and laws against the spread of knowledge. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

This Journal will be published fortnightly until August next, 
on the 1st and 15th of the month. 

The late hour at which Advertisements reach us interferes 
much w'*A their proper classification. 

Colored Envelopes are sent to all Subscribers whose pay- 
ment in advance is exhausted. The paper will be 
discontinued where the Subscriber neglects to renew. We 
again remind those who are disappointed in getting back 
numbers, that only the music pages are stereotyped, and 
of the rest of the paper, only sufficient are printed to 
supply the current sale. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions; the 
authors, therefore, will do well to retain copies. 

P. L. Z. — The " Atabal " is the Syrian, Arabic, or Moorish 
Tambourine. Dryden, in his " Conquest of Grenada," 
makes Muley-Muloch say — 

11 Children shall beat on atabaU and drums, 
And all the noisy trades of war no more 
Shall -wake the peaceful morn." ' 

J. W., Hull. — We do not know the anthem, which is respect- 
fully declined, 

J. F. M. — We have again to decline recommending any 
particular books for study. Very excellent works are 
constantly being announced in our advertising pages. 

A. Learner. — See previous reply. 

D. C. W., Stockport. — There is a separate publication of 
the Music to the " Kyrie Eleeson" and " Sanctus " by 
various authors, distinct from the remainder of the 
Service. This may supply what you point out as a 
desideratum ; and is to be had at our publisher's. 



Brief Chronicle of the last iKontfu 



Chelsea. — The Chelsea Sacred Harmonic Society, es- 
tablished in 1847, has, during the past two years, showed 
a want of vitality which has much operated against its 
success. However, it now displays strong signs of revival, 
and has commenced giving monthly series of " Members' 
Concerts," at an admission of sixpence. The first took 
place last month, under the direction of Mr. Holderness, 
and consisted of a portion of the Messiah, a movement 
from Mozart's Jupiter Symphony (well executed), and se- 
lections from Haydn, Pergolesi, &c. Considering that 
the whole was performed without any professional aid, it 
was highly creditable, and there is no doubt that these 
cheap concerts will effect much good for music in the 
neighbourhood, and prove eminently successful. Joshua, 
Judas Maccabozus, and Beethoven's 2nd Mass, &c. are 
promised at future concerts. 

Stafford. — The Choral Society gave an excellent 
concert on the 29th ult., in the Lyceum, consisting of 
selections from the Messiah, Creation, Elijah, St. Paul, 
and Mozart's 12th Mass. The principal vocalists were, 
Mrs. Bull, Mrs. Paget, R.A.M., and Mr. Paget; leader, 
Mr. H. Shargool ; conductor, Mr- E. Shargool. 



